
Lower Farm  Historic  Preservation  and  Sustainability  Council 

Update: July 18, 2011 

Report :  results of Autumn Workshop 2010, Adobe Adventure and status of north and west walls 
eleven months after restoration.  

Review: Prior to restoration the N and W walls of home where structurally sound and showed no sign of 
sagging or cracks. A two foot band of finish coat plaster at the upper portion of the wall remained 
partially intact from fifty plus years ago. The overall surface was missing chinks, had pockmarks, bird 
holes and an unevenness from weather erosion. All traditional methods where followed during plaster 

work application. A mix of 3 shovels of course sand to one and a 
half shovels of clay soil dug on site. Two to three handfuls of cut 
field grass was added plus an appropriate amount of water. The 
adobe mud was applied with the hands directly to the wall and 
smoothed later with a float trowel or brush. Holes and 
depressions were packed solid before smoothing. Weather 
conditions through the winter were mild and the first half of the 
year exceedingly dry and windy. 

Status Condition: entire restored area had good bonding and 
adhesion. No large cracks or separation has developed and 
woodpeckers and other birds have not created new holes. Color 
and texture appear consistent on W wall with some variation in 
N wall. Drying and shrinking cracks are visible over all but much 
less so where more time was spent on floating and polishing. 
This is an excellent base for a fine sanded finish coat that can be 
applied later.     

Recommendations: an additional handful of straw would improve texture. The importance of floating 
and brushing must be emphasized. As the adobe begins initial setting stage remoistening and 
continuous floating will result in a finer crack free surface more able to resist weather erosion. 

 

 



 lack of proper staging made the work difficult and challanging. Buckets 
of mud where hauled up a ladder and applied by hand method. The N 
wall was done on the third day of work with insufficient time to properly 
float the entire surface. Although the shrinkage cracks are more 
pronounced and the surface is not flat this is still a vast improvement to 
what existed previously and is suitable as a base coat. Preservation work 
has secured the wall from any further deterioration and will remain 
stable for a number of years untill a finish coat can be applied. No 
indication of woodpecker drilling or damage. There is one area of the 
upper corner that is discolored and appears damp. There had been little 
or no rain at time of inpection and discolor is probably due to an 

improper mix of sand and clay soil. This one particular section also shows larger drying cracks than 
adjoining area and is an example of a poor mix ratio. This was the only place along both walls where this 
occurs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friends of The Lower Farm and all participants of the Autumn workshop Adobe Adventure your interest in 

helping to preserve this 150 year old home is a significant contribution. Mahalo. The south facing kitchen 

wall is also in a very bad condition. New volunteers are inquiring when is the next adobe 

workshop?  Within the next two years the work must be done. Interested? 


